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Alerta de Artículos Recientes 04-09 Abril 
Medio Ambiente y Energía

[image: image2.jpg]Increasing the efficient use of existing energy supplies is widely acknowledged as the fastest, cheapest, and cleanest way to meet future energy needs. Energy Efficiency: The First Fuel examines the strong U.S. record of tapping efficiency as a resource, and the accelerated efforts by individuals, organizations, and governments to squeeze greater productivity from all energy sources.

Download the full text version at:

http://www.america.gov/publications/ejournalusa/0409.html
REINVENTING TRANSIT: AMERICAN COMMUNITIES FINDING SMARTER, CLEANER, FASTER, TRANSPORTATION SOLUTIONS. Environmental Defense Fund. April 22, 2009.

A new generation of innovative public transit is sweeping through communities across America. Rural areas, suburbs and cities are leading the way to a cutting-edge transportation system. Investing in smart transit pays off, says the report.  

Full Text:                                                                                                          http://www.edf.org/documents/9522_Reinventing_Transit_FINAL.pdf [PDF format, 44 pages].      

NEW NATO MEMEBERS: SECURITY CONSUMERS OR PRODUCERS? Strategic Studies Institute, U.S. Army College. Joel R. Hillison. April 22, 2009.

The monograph examines the burden-sharing of new members in NATO. An analysis of the burden-sharing behavior of NATO’s 1999 wave of new members reveals that new NATO members have demonstrated the willingness to contribute to NATO missions, but are often constrained by their limited capabilities. However, new member contributions to NATO have improved and, in comparison to older NATO members, the new members are doing quite well. 
Full Text:

http://www.strategicstudiesinstitute.army.mil/pubs/display.cfm?pubID=916 [HTML format with a link to PDF file].

COUNTRY ANALYSIS BRIEFS: ECUADOR. Energy Information Administration. April 2009.

Ecuador is one of Latin America’s largest oil exporters, with net oil exports estimated at 327,000 barrels per day (bbl/d) in 2008. The oil sector dominates the Ecuadorian economy, accounting for almost half of total export earnings and one-third of all tax revenues. 

Full Text:

http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/Ecuador/pdf.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages].

HAITI: SAVING THE ENVIRONMENT, PREVENTING INSTABILITY AND CONFLICT. International Crisis Group. April 28, 2009.

Reversing a trend of environmental destruction is essential to Haiti’s development, social and economic stability and, ultimately, security. Instability and violent conflict are not attributable solely to environmental degradation. But they are made more likely by the latter’s interaction with such factors as weak institutions and governance, political fragility, pervasive and extreme poverty, vulnerability to natural disasters, rapid population growth, urban overcrowding and social and economic inequality, according to the report. 

Full Text: http://www.crisisgroup.org/library/documents/latin_america/aiti___saving_the_environment__preventing_instability_and_conflict.pdf [PDF format, 16 pages].  

RESULTS OF THE 2009 SECTION 1377 REVIEW OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS TRADE AGREEMENTS. Office of the U.S. Trade Representative. Web posted April 27, 2009.

The review addresses fixed and mobile call termination rates, problems with major suppliers, transparency and regulatory independence, and failure to update World Trade Organization (WTO) commitments.

Full Text:

http://www.ustr.gov/assets/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2009/asset_upload_file421_15544.pdf [PDF format, 20 pages].

GLOBAL FINANCIAL STRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE. National Bureau of Economic Research. John Whalley and Yufei Yuan. April 2009.

The paper analyzes the medium to long-term implications of global warming for the evolution of global financial structures. The paper suggests that, with modest climate changes of 1-2 degrees C, the global insurance market will expand dramatically. However, under more extreme climate change scenarios, the entire global financial structure will undergo major changes, towards a focus on insurance arrangements and the diversification of risks associated with climate change. 

Full Text:

http://www.nber.org/papers/w14888.pdf?new_window=1 [PDF format, 25 pages].

OPEC REVENUES FACT SHEET. Energy Information Administration. April 2009.

Based on the projections, Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) could earn $476 billion of net oil export revenues in 2009 and $598 billion in 2010. Last year, OPEC earned $970 billion in net oil export revenues, a 42 percent increase from 2007. Saudi Arabia earned the largest share of these earnings, $287 billion, representing 30 percent of total OPEC revenues. On a per-capita basis, OPEC net oil export earning reached $2,686 in 2008, a 40 percent increase from 2007. 

Full Text:

http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/OPEC_Revenues/pdf.pdf [PDF format, 3 pages].

21st CENTURY ENERGY TECHNOLOGY DEPLOYMENT ACT: DISCUSSION DRAFT. U.S. Senate Committee on Energy & Natural Resources. April 20, 2009.

This is a joint discussion draft and summary for the “21st Century Energy Technology Deployment Act.” The proposal, put forward by the bipartisan Committee staff, seeks to improve the loan guarantee program at the Department of Energy and to provide additional options for deploying energy technologies. The basis of the bill is to shore up the existing program at DOE, then transition to a new financially-focused agency to perform and expand upon the duties of the program. 

Full Text:

http://energy.senate.gov/public/_files/CEDAJointPubDiscDraft415.pdf [PDF file, 49 pages].

IS IT TIME TO INVEST IN UNITED STATES SOLAR MANUFACTURING?  Deloitte LLP. Web posted April 20, 2009.

The U.S. has the potential to be the next big emerging market for solar. As policymakers work to balance the challenges of issues such as energy independence, climate change and economic growth, many see the solar industry sitting squarely in the sweet spot, according to the report. Not only does the U.S. represent a big potential market for solar power, it also has the potential to become a world leader in solar manufacturing.

Full Text:

http://www.deloitte.com/dtt/cda/doc/content/us_consulting_debates_USSolarEnergy_030309.pdf [PDF format, 4 pages].

COUNTRY ANALYSIS BRIEF: TURKEY. Energy Information Administration. April, 2009.

Turkey is playing an increasingly important role in the transit of oil and gas supplies. Sources include Russia, the Caspian region, and the Middle East routed westward to Europe. Additionally, growing volumes of Russian and Caspian oil are being sent by tanker via the Bosporus Straits to Western markets while a terminal on Turkey’s Mediterranean coast at Ceyhan allows the country to export oil from northern Iraq and Azerbaijan.

Full Text:

http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/cabs/Turkey/pdf.pdf [PDF format, 9 pages].

ENERGY COST INDEX 2009: RANKING THE STATES. Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council. Raymond J. Keating. April 7, 2009.

The study ranks the 50 states and District of Columbia according to key energy costs affecting business. It looks at two major energy costs affecting small businesses, individuals and families: 1) the price of regular gasoline at the pump, and 2) the cost of electricity (average revenue per kilowatthour). Each are calculated as indices and combined into one index. At the top - or the lowest cost states - are: 1) Wyoming, 2) Idaho, 3) Utah, 4) Kentucky, and 5) West Virginia. The highest cost states, including the District of Columbia, include: 46) Massachusetts, 47) Rhode Island, 48) Alaska, 49t) Connecticut, 49t) New York, and 51) Hawaii. 

Full Text: 

http://www.sbecouncil.org/uploads/EnEn%20_102%20-%20EnergyCostIndex%5B1%5D.pdf [PDF format, 4 pages].

BILLION TREE CAMPAIGN GROWS PAST 3 BILLION MARK. United Nations Environment Programme. March 30, 2009.
The Billion Tree campaign to fight climate change through reforestation has now blossomed into woodland of over 3 billion trees, according to the United Nations. A new target of 7 billion trees has been set to be planted in time for the UN Climate Change Conference to be held in December 2009.
Full Text:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30333&Cr=climate&Cr1=change [HTML format, various paging].
EARTH 101: OBSERVATIONS. Alliance for Earth Observance. Dan Stillman. April 2009.
Earth observations encompass a broad spectrum of activities, beginning with the instruments and networks of instruments that measure the planet from the ground, ocean, air and space, and ending with the users who take advantage of observational data to make decisions that benefit local, national and global societies and economies.
Full Text:
http://alliance.strategies.org/docs/EO%20101_Final.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages].
EARTH DAY PHOTO PROJECT. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. April 2009.
Each year, for Earth Day, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conducts a photo project. It is in order to see how the public would show EPA's mission to protect human health and the environment.
Full Text:
http://www.epa.gov/earthday/photoproject/ [HTML format, various paging].
THE ECONOMIC TOLL OF GLOBAL WARMING IS REAL – AND GROWING. The Wilderness Socity and U.S. Climate Action Network. April 9, 2009.
The report describes how inaction on global warming is costing us more than if we were to take action. 
Full Text:
http://usclimatenetwork.org/resource-database/Costs%20of%20Fighting%20Global%20Warming.pdf/view [HTML format wit link to a PDF file].
  
KYOTO PROTOCOL STATUS OF RATIFICATION. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. As of January 14, 2009.
The Protocol is subject to ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by Parties to the Convention. It entered into force on 16 February 2005 - the ninetieth day after at least 55 Parties to the Convention, incorporating Annex I Parties which accounted in total for at least 55 % of the total carbon dioxide emissions for 1990 from that group -deposited their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. The list contains the latest information concerning dates of signature and ratification received from the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as Depositary of the Kyoto Protocol. 

Full Text:
http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/status_of_ratification/application/pdf/kp_ratification.pdf [PDF format, 11 pages].
WATER IN A CHANGING WORLD. World Water Assessment Programme, United Nations. Web posted April 2009.

The publication is the result of the collaboration between 26 UN agencies and entities. It provides a comprehensive analysis of the state of the world’s freshwater resources and stress the need of urgent actions in order to avoid a global water crisis. The report also emphasizes the decisions made outside the water sector which are affecting water management.

Full Text:

http://webworld.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr/wwdr3/tableofcontents.shtml [HTML format with links to PDF files].

THE IMPACT OF ETHANOL USE ON FOOD PRICES AND GREENHOUSE-GAS EMISSIONS. Congressional Budget Office. April 2009.

Over the past several years, spurred by both rising gasoline prices and long-standing subsidies for producing ethanol, the use of ethanol as a motor fuel in the United States has grown at an annual average rate of nearly 25 percent. U.S. consumption of ethanol last year exceeded 9 billion gallons–a record high. The paper discusses the relationship between ethanol, greenhouse-gas emissions, food prices, and federal spending on nutrition programs.

Full Text:

http://www.cbo.gov/ftpdocs/100xx/doc10057/04-08-Ethanol.pdf [PDF format, 26 pages].

PC ENERGY REPORT 2009: UNITED STATES, UNITED KINGDOM, GERMANY. 1E and Alliance to Save Energy. March 26, 2009.

According to the study, nearly half of U.S. workers who use a PC at their job do not typically shut down at night1. The study, examines workplace PC power consumption in the U.S., U.K. and Germany, found that U.S. organizations waste $2.8 billion a year to power 108 million unused machines. In 2009, these unused PCs are expected to emit approximately 20 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions, roughly the equivalent impact of 4 million cars. 

Full Text:

http://www.1e.com/Energycampaign/Index.aspx [HTML format with link to a PDF file].

DRINKING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Web posted March 26, 2009.

Local water utilities must make significant investments to install, upgrade, or replace equipment in order to deliver safe drinking water and protect public health. Every four years, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conducts a survey of the anticipated costs of these investments and reports the results to Congress. The results are also used to help determine the amount of funding each state receives for its Drinking Water State Revolving Fund program, which funds the types of projects identified in the survey.
Full Text:

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/needssurvey/pdfs/2007/report_needssurvey_2007.pdf [PDF format, 80 pages].

ANNUAL ENERGY OUTLOOK 2009. Energy Information Administration. March 2009.

The Outlook presents projections and analysis of U.S. energy supply, demand, and prices through 2030. The projections are based on results from the Energy Information Administration's National Energy Modeling System. The Outlook includes the reference case, additional cases examining energy markets, and complete documentation.
Full Text: 

http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/aeo/index.html?featureclicked=1& [HTML format with links to PDF files].

THE ENERGY LEARNING CURVE: COMING FROM DIFFERENT STARTING POINTS, THE PUBLIC SEES SIMILAR SOLUTIONS. Public Agenda. April 3, 2009.

The study finds the American people reaching common ground on at least 10 major energy proposals, particularly on alternative energy. But the public may not yet be prepared for the tradeoffs and challenges needed to make these proposals a reality. Despite consensus on certain solutions, misconceptions and lack of knowledge hinder informed judgment. 
Full Text:

http://www.publicagenda.org/files/pdf/energy_learning_curve.pdf [PDF format, 44 pages].
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