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DISTRIBUCIÓN ESPECIAL – 22 DE ABRIL - Día de la Tierra
Con motivo de celebrarse el 22 de abril 2008 el Día de la Tierra,  el Centro de Documentación de la Embajada de los Estados Unidos, aprovecha la oportunidad para presentarle una selección de fuentes de información relacionadas al tema.
El Día de la Tierra no tiene ninguna entidad organizadora central. Miles de actos en todo el mundo celebran la fecha. El Día de la Tierra desde sus comienzos en Estados Unidos en 1970, es un esfuerzo de grupos informales que se reúnen para capacitar a otros en cuestiones ambientales, hasta la conmemoración anual de la naturaleza que se celebra en todo el mundo. Para mediados de los años noventa, el Día de la Tierra se había adoptado en todo el mundo como una expresión de la preocupación por el medio ambiente.

La protección del medio ambiente es un valor familiar para algunas personas.

El Día de la Tierra enseña que la preservación cultural es parte de la protección del medio ambiente

Además del medio ambiente, el Día de la Tierra también celebra la cultura de los pueblos indigenas

Las organizaciones no gubernamentales (ONG) utilizan el Día de la Tierra para promover sus causas ecológicas.

OBAMA ESTABLECE PRINCIPIOS ESTRICTOS PARA POLÍTICAS ENERGÉTICAS Y CLIMÁTICAS

Procede a revertir algunas políticas de su antecesor

Washington -- El presidente Obama prometió que Estados Unidos encabezará la lucha mundial contra el calentamiento global, al proceder enfáticamente a revertir algunas políticas de la administración de Bush relacionadas con cuestiones energéticas y de cambio climático.

―Dejaremos bien sentado ante el mundo que Estados Unidos está listo asumir el liderazgo‖, dijo Obama el 26 de enero en la Casa Blanca. Durante su campaña, Obama prometió combatir el calentamiento mundial, reducir el consumo de energía y la dependencia de Estados Unidos de fuentes energéticas extranjeras.

El presidente dijo que considera a Estados Unidos como parte de una coalición mundial cuyos miembros trabajan juntos para proteger el clima mundial y la seguridad colectiva. Dijo además que otras economías grandes como China e India deben poner de su parte para limitar las emisiones de gases de efecto invernadero, 
―así como nosotros estamos dispuestos a poner de nuestra parte‖. Obama dijo además que las difíciles condiciones económicas no harán que Estados Unidos demore la acción. Al promover energía renovable y que no perjudique al medio ambiente en realidad se estimulará a la enferma economía de Estados Unidos y se reducirá la demanda de importaciones de petróleo, según indicó.

―Estados Unidos no será rehén de una disminución de los recursos, ni de regímenes hostiles ni del calentamiento global‖, dijo Obama.
PUBLICACIONES
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The April issue of eJournal USA, Energy Efficiency: The First Fuel. This publication examines the strong U.S. record of tapping efficiency as a resource and the accelerated efforts by individuals, organizations, and governments to squeeze greater productivity from all energy sources.

2 POLES + 2 DEGREES = 2 MUCH. World Wildlife Fund. April 2, 2009.
The report highlights the two main mechanisms by which the poles drive the planetary climate system, and thus the reasons why changes in the polar regions have major consequences for every country in the world. The signals coming from both poles are clear, observable and scientifically validated: man-made climate change is causing warming. Change already being seen at the poles will unleash a cascade of predicted climate change effects that will envelope the entire planet, unless the governments of the world unite for swift and decisive action, says the report.
Full Text: 
http://assets.panda.org/downloads/2_degrees_brochure_web.pdf [PDF format, 4 pages].
AMENDMENT TO THE KYOTO PROTOCAL PURSUANT TO ITS ARTICLE 3, PARAGRAPH 9: PROPOSAL BY SOUTH AFRICA. United Nations. April 3, 2009. 
The UNFCCC Secretariat has a released a notification (FCCC/KP/AWG/2009/CRP.3) relating to the amendment to the Kyoto Protocol including its Annex B, proposed by South Africa, which was adopted during the fifth meeting of the Parties to the Protocol. The amendments relate to the Annex I emission reductions during subsequent commitment periods and also to the assigned amount for each party included in Annex I during subsequent commitment periods.
Full Text:
 http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/2009/awg7/eng/crp03.pdf [PDF format, 5 pages].
BILLION TREE CAMPAIGN GROWS PAST 3 BILLION MARK. United Nations Environment Programme. March 30, 2009.
The Billion Tree campaign to fight climate change through reforestation has now blossomed into woodland of over 3 billion trees, according to the United Nations. A new target of 7 billion trees has been set to be planted in time for the UN Climate Change Conference to be held in December 2009.
Full Text:
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=30333&Cr=climate&Cr1=change [HTML format, various paging].
EARTH 101: OBSERVATIONS. Alliance for Earth Observance. Dan Stillman. April 2009.
Earth observations encompass a broad spectrum of activities, beginning with the instruments and networks of instruments that measure the planet from the ground, ocean, air and space, and ending with the users who take advantage of observational data to make decisions that benefit local, national and global societies and economies.
Full Text:
http://alliance.strategies.org/docs/EO%20101_Final.pdf [PDF format, 6 pages].
EARTH DAY PHOTO PROJECT. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. April 2009.
Each year, for Earth Day, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency conducts a photo project. It is in order to see how the public would show EPA's mission to protect human health and the environment.
Full Text:
http://www.epa.gov/earthday/photoproject/ [HTML format, various paging].
THE ECONOMIC TOLL OF GLOBAL WARMING IS REAL – AND GROWING. The Wilderness Socity and U.S. Climate Action Network. April 9, 2009.
The report describes how inaction on global warming is costing us more than if we were to take action. 
Full Text:
http://usclimatenetwork.org/resource-database/Costs%20of%20Fighting%20Global%20Warming.pdf/view [HTML format wit link to a PDF file].
  
KYOTO PROTOCOL STATUS OF RATIFICATION. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. As of January 14, 2009.
The Protocol is subject to ratification, acceptance, approval or accession by Parties to the Convention. It entered into force on 16 February 2005 - the ninetieth day after at least 55 Parties to the Convention, incorporating Annex I Parties which accounted in total for at least 55 % of the total carbon dioxide emissions for 1990 from that group -deposited their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. The list contains the latest information concerning dates of signature and ratification received from the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as Depositary of the Kyoto Protocol. 

Full Text:
http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/status_of_ratification/application/pdf/kp_ratification.pdf [PDF format, 11 pages].
Measurement, Reporting and Verification in a Post-2012 Climate Agreement. [Pew Center on Global Climate Change]. Clare Breidenich and Daniel Bodansky. 
April 8, 2009.
The report outlines options for measurement, reporting, and verification of countries’ actions in a post-2012 global climate agreement at a side event held during the international climate negotiations in Bonn, Germany. In addition, a paper discussing avenues and options for the legal form of a post-2012 agreement was presented. 

Full Text:
http://www.pewclimate.org/docUploads/mrv-report.pdf [PDF format, 40 pages].
A TIMELINE OF ENVIRONMENTAL TREATIES. America.gov. April 2009.
The timeline on Environmental Treaties begins with 1962 Convention for the Prevention of Pollution of the Sea by Oil to 1997 Kyoto Protocol.
Full Text:
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/photogallery.html#/30145/env_time/ [HTML format, various paging].
COASTAL-CHANGE AND GLACIOLOGICAL MAP OF THE LARSEN ICE SHELF AREA, ANTARCTICA: 1940-2005. U.S. Geological Survey, British Antarctic Survey, Scott Polar Research Institute, and the Bundesamt für Kartographie und Geodäsie. Jane G. Ferrigno et al. Web posted April 3, 2009.
Antarctica’s glaciers are melting more rapidly than previously known because of climate change, according to a new report prepared in close collaboration with the British Antarctic Survey. It documents for the first time that one ice shelf has completely disappeared and another has lost a chunk three times the size of Rhode Island. 

Full Text: 

 http://pubs.usgs.gov/imap/2600/B/ [HTML format, various paging].
EARTH DAY  – TOBACCO CONTROL GUIDE. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. April 2009.
The guide is provided to include cigarette litter and pollution control in Earth Day activities as part of a comprehensive tobacco prevention and control program to increase awareness of the detrimental effects of tobacco use to people and the environment and to consequently reduce tobacco use.
Full Text:
http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/media_communications/calendar/2009/april_earthday.htm#outline [HTML format, various paging].
SEVEN WAYS TO HEAVEN ON EARTH DAY 2009. Sierra Club. April 2009.
Sierra Club provides seven ways to help earth stay environmentally sound. 
Full Text:
http://www.sierraclub.org/earthday/ [HTML format, various paging].
SITIOS GUBERNAMENTALES

U.S. Department of State. Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES)

http://www.state.gov/g/oes/
Promotes transformational diplomacy through advancing environmental stewardship, encouraging economic growth, and promoting social development around the globe to foster a safer, more secure and hopeful world. The Bureau represents the United States at major international negotiations through programs and activities concerning infectious diseases, biodiversity, climate change, access to water and energy, oceans affairs, science and technology cooperation, management of toxic chemicals, environmental components of trade agreements, and the exploration of space. 

-----. OES Overseas

http://www.state.gov/g/oes/hub/
To address transboundary environmental issues, the Department established 12 regional environmental Hubs, located in embassies around the world. Hub officers engage with several countries of a region on a particular issue, with the aim of promoting regional environmental cooperation, sharing of environmental data, and adoption of environmentally sound policies that will benefit all countries in that area.

The Hubs work closely with other USG agencies and support their efforts by raising key issues at the diplomatic level. They also cooperate with non-governmental organizations on environmental activities within their region. In addition, there are ESTH officers working with the US Mission to the UN and the US Mission to the EU.

U.S. Department of State. Bureau of International Information Programs.(IIP). America.gov: Telling America´s Story. Environment: Protecting our Natural Resources
http://science.america.gov/science/environ/index.html
America.gov is the U.S. Department of State’s new, dynamic and valuable Web site for foreign audiences to learn about America’s vision, goals, and policies. The interactive Web site provides in-depth material on U.S. policies, culture, and values, incorporating the latest in multi-media, video, forum discussions, polls, and quizzes.
-----. Energy & Climate
http://science.america.gov/science/environ/energyandclimate.html
With worldwide demand for energy increasing every day, the development of new, clean, renewable energy sources is critical to Earth's environment. In the United States, work is under way on a variety of potential answers to the global energy challenge.

-----. Natural Resources

http://science.america.gov/science/environ/naturalresources.html
Natural resources are the land, water, flora and fauna (biota), minerals and energy resources that make up the Earth’s interactive biosphere. These abundant natural resources require good management to ensure they remain for future generations.

-----. Biodiversity

http://science.america.gov/science/environ/biodiversity.html
The rich variety of animal and plant species is among the Earth’s most precious natural resources but that diversity increasingly is threatened by pollution, habitat loss and exploitive trade practices. The United States has been at the forefront of efforts, both domestic and international, to protect at-risk species and support research aimed at enhancing their long-term chances for survival.
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AVENIDA ANDRES BELLO 2800, LAS CONDES / CASILLA 27-D, SANTIAGO, CHILE

PHONE: (56-2) 330--3488  / E-MAIL: ircchile@state.gov  WEB: http://chile. usembassy.gov
Búsquenos en Facebook: US Embassy Santiago

AVENIDA ANDRES BELLO 2800, LAS CONDES / CASILLA 27-D, SANTIAGO, CHILE

PHONE: (56-2) 330--3416  / FAX  (56-2) 330-3019 / E-MAIL: ircchile@state.gov/ WEB: http://chile. usembassy.gov

